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On Oct. 20, Honduras was unanimously elected a nonpermanent member of the United Nations
Security Council for the 1995- 1996 term. Honduras and Argentina will now jointly represent Latin
American interests on the Council. Under the UN charter, the Security Council has the primary
responsibility within the UN for maintaining international peace and security. The Council has five
permanent members and 10 alternates who serve for a two-year period, with half the nonpermanent
members elected each October. The five permanent members, who have veto-power, include
the United States, Russia, China, France, and Great Britain. In addition to Honduras, other newly
elected nonpermanent members include Germany, Italy, Indonesia, and Botswana, which will
replace the departing member countries of Brazil, Spain, New Zealand, Djibouti, and Pakistan. The
remaining five countries who have one more year to serve are Argentina, Rwanda, Oman, Nigeria,
and the Republic of Czechoslovakia.
Honduras is entering the Security Council at a time when other world powers are clamoring
for change in the UN leadership. Since the collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the cold
war period, many members of the General Assembly claim that they are "manipulated" and
"marginalized" by the US, Great Britain, and France, and are demanding that the Security Council
become more representative of the general membership of the UN. "It is ironic that in the midst
of the rapid spread of democracy in recent years and the expanding membership of the UN,
the Security Council remains unrepresentative in the size and the geographic distribution of its
membership, and undemocratic in its decision-making and working methods," Roberto R. Romulo,
Foreign Secretary of the Philippines, recently told the General Assembly. According to Clovis
Maksoud, the Arab League's former UN observer, "Developing nations from the south feel their
input at the UN has become almost irrelevant."
Japan and Germany, who have become leading world economic powers since their defeat in
World War II, are among those demanding permanent representation on the Security Council,
with the power of veto. Other large or increasingly rich developing nations also complain that
representation must be expanded, but they argue that the Council cannot be modernized simply by
adding two more industrial giants of the north. Razali Ismail, Malaysia's chief delegate, expressed
the sentiments of many small nations. "The major powers are not prepared to put out the adequate
number of soldiers for peacekeeping, for example, so they count on us....Politically it is no longer
tenable for all of us to supply troops to pull the trigger, as it were, for the UN without having the
right to say something about the process of decision-making and what peace-keeping is all about,"
said Ismail. Among the others who also aspire to join the Council on a permanent basis are India,
Egypt, Nigeria, and Brazil. Mexico and Argentina have also expressed interest in assuming a
permanent seat on the Council, but have agreed to seek regional consensus over such a decision.
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